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Middle School The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson – Level V 
Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of 
middle school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever: to break 
every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class: 5,000 points! 
Running in the hallway: 10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm: 50,000 points! But when 
Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have to decide if winning is all that matters, 
or if he's finally ready to face the rules, bullies, and truths he's been avoiding. 

 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen – Level R 
This award-winning contemporary classic is the survival story with which all others are 
compared—and a page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, recipient of the Newbery 
Honor. 
 
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine 
plane in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian 
wilderness with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave 
him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart since his 
parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, self-pity, or despair—it will take 
all his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to 
survive. 

 

 

Crash by Jerry Spinelli – Level V 
Cocky seventh-grade super-jock Crash Coogan got his nickname the day he used his first 

football helmet to knock his cousin Bridget flat on her backside. And he has been running 
over people ever since, especially Penn Webb, the dweeby, vegetarian Quaker kid who 

lives down the block. Through the eyes of Crash, readers get a rare glimpse into the life of 
a bully in this unforgettable and beloved story about stereotypes and the surprises life 
can bring. 

 


