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Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea – Level V 
It's the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. There's Jessica, the new girl, 
smart and perceptive, who's having a hard time fitting in; Alexia, a bully, your friend one 
second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and troublemaker; Luke, the brain; 
Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna, whose home situation makes her an 

outcast; and Jeffrey, who hates school. Only Mr. Terupt, their new and energetic teacher, 
seems to know how to deal with them all. He makes the classroom a fun place, even if he 

doesn't let them get away with much...until the snowy winter day when an accident 
changes everything - and everyone. 
 

 

 
 Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli – Level V 
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the 
hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart 
with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students 
of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned 
for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges 
her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of 
nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the 
perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 
 

 
 

Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas – Level Z 
Daniel barely remembers leading a normal life before the Nazis came to power 
in 1933. He can still picture once being happy and safe, but memories of those 

days are fading as he and his family face the dangers threatening Jews in Hitler's 
Germany in the late 1930's. No longer able to practice their religion, vote, own 

property, or even work, Daniel's family is forced from their home in Frankfurt 
and sent on a long and dangerous journey, first to the Lodz ghetto in Poland, 
and then to Auschwitz —, the Nazi death camp. Though many around him lose 
hope in the face of such terror, Daniel, supported by his courageous family, 
struggles for survival. He finds hope, life and even love in the midst of despair. 

 


