
 

 

 
 

Recommended Reading List 

 
 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne (level Z) 
Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being 

packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move from their home to a new 
house far, far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence running alongside 
stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people he can see in the distance. 
 
But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than meets 
the eye. While exploring his new environment, called "Out-With", he meets another boy whose life and 
circumstances are very different to his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating 

consequences. 

 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill (level X) 
Every year the people of the protectorate leave an offering to the witch who lives in the forest. They hope this 
sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home 
with a wise swamp monster and a perfectly tiny dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to 
welcoming families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. 
 

One year Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling an ordinary child with extraordinary 
magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. But as Luna's 13th birthday 
approaches, her magic begins to emerge, with dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man from the 

protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with uncertain intentions flock 
nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth's surface. And the woman with the tiger's 
heart is on the prowl. 
 

Highly acclaimed author Kelly Barnhill has written an epic coming-of-age fairy tale destined to be a modern 
classic. 
 
*Winner of the 2017 Newbery Award* 

 
 

 

Million Dollar Throw  by Mike Lupica (level V) 
Nate Brodie is nicknamed “Brady” not only for his arm, but also because he’s the biggest Tom Brady fan. He’s 
even saved up to buy an autographed football. And when he does, he wins the chance for something he’s 

never dreamed of—to throw a pass through a target at a Patriots game for one million dollars. 
 

  Nate should be excited. But things have been tough lately. His dad lost his job and his family is losing their 

home. It’s no secret that a million dollars would go a long way. So all Nate feels is pressure, and just when he 

needs it most, his golden arm begins to fail him. Even worse, his best friend Abby is going blind, slowly losing 

her ability to do the one thing she loves most—paint. Yet Abby never complains, and she is Nate’s 

inspiration. He knows she’ll be there when he makes the throw of a lifetime. 
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